
County Line- 

 

Objectives: 

 Protect areas with high % coral cover, density, and/or 

species richness. 

 Protect vulnerable/sensitive species and habitats 

including Endangered Species Act listed species. 

 Seasonal protection for spawning aggregations. 

 

Habitat Background: 

 The Community Working Group identified this draft 

area of interest because it is optimally spaced (from 

other areas of interest) to allow for habitat connectivity 

between managed areas in marine environments (~9 

miles apart).   

 It is further away from inlets so there is reduced land 

based sources of pollution, meaning there is the 

potential to protect an area that is less impacted from 

human stressors.  

 This area has several known locations with high coral 

percent cover as well as number of coral species. 

There are also large live corals (greater than 6 ft wide) 

in this area that are important to protect for 

reproductive potential to seed the reef. 

 This area also has large Staghorn coral patches, which 

is listed as threatened under the Endangered Species 

Act.  

 There is a potential Mutton Snapper spawning 

aggregation associated with this area on outer reef.  

 

Human use Background: 

 The Community Working Group identified a nearby 

area as specifically important to fishers and wanted to 

avoid impacting that community at such a special 

location.  Specifically, this draft area of interest 

excludes Tenneco towers because of its importance to 

the fishing community. 

 It is further away from inlets so in general boaters, 

divers, fishers, may not travel to this area as 

frequently, and it is thought it would be less impactful 

to a majority of users. 

 They specifically considered having the Newport 

fishing pier as the southern landmark because it is 

easily recognized.  

 

Questions: 

 Do you have any further information regarding the 

value of the habitat or the human use of this area? 

 
 


