
MacArthur State Park – 

 

Objectives: 

 Provide increased protection for key reef-associated 

fish species and habitats upon which they depend for 

their entire life cycle. 

 Protect 20-30% of coral reefs and each type of 

associated representative reef habitat in the southeast 

Florida region from extractive use (no-take). 

 Protect from coastal construction impacts.     

        

Habitat Background: 

 The Community Working Group identified this draft 

area of interest because there is already management 

within the area as well adjacent to the area that benefit 

these resources.  

 John D. MacArthur State Park is a relatively native/

natural upland area adjacent to these reefs and so in 

general there is already less impact from land based 

sources of stress.  

 There are nearshore resources that are popular for 

snorkeling. 

 

Human Use Background: 

 The Community Working Group specifically considered 

that the park boundaries (where there are no buildings) 

are easily identifiable from the water, so therefore are 

good markers for the area. 

 In water act ivies are limited to State Park attendees 

and boaters, so there is limited human impact.  

 Most users snorkel the area and management would 

most likely not impact the divers or fishers.  

 There are potential beach nourishment projects that 

will be to the north of the Park. 

 

Questions: 

 Do you have any further information regarding the 

value of the habitat or the human use of this area? 

 

Blue Heron Bridge / Phil Foster – 

 

Objectives: 

 Protect areas that are unique within the southeast 

Florida region.  

 Protect from water quality issues.  

 Protect habitat by eliminating damage from boating, 

fishing, and diving impacts (and eliminate habitat 

damage from fishing gear and all fishing interactions). 

 

Habitat Background: 

 The Community Working Group identified this area of 

interest because of the singular uniqueness of the area 

under Blue Heron Bridge and near Phil Foster Park. 

 There are unique species found here that are found 

nowhere else in the region. 

 This area is a world renowned dive site because of the 

unique species. 

 

Human Use Background: 

 Aquarists collect the unique species that live here 

which is the main concern to the Community Working 

Group. 

 This is one of the most popular dive and snorkel sites 

in our entire region because it is shallow, easily 

accessible, and has great site seeing. 

 Fishing would still be allowed from the bridge. 

 

Questions: 

 Do you have any further information regarding the 

value of the habitat or the human use of this area? 

 

Lake Worth Inlet S of Peanut Island –  

 

Objectives: 

 Protect coral reef ecosystem from maritime industry 

impacts (ports, shipping lanes, supporting 

infrastructure). 

 Provide increased protection for key reef-associated 

fish species and habitats upon which they depend for 

their entire life cycle. 

 Protect from water quality issues. 

 

Habitat Background: 

 The Community Working Group identified this area of 

interest, and it is specifically relevant to, the seagrass 

beds in Lake Worth Inlet. 

 It is believed the seagrasses here are unique in that 

they are more resilient because of being located in the 

inlet area.  

 

Human Use Background: 

 There are currently plans to dredge the inlet and 

expand the Port. The Community Working Group 

members want to protect this sensitive habitat from 

coastal construction activities. There are also concerns 

that the dredging could impact nearshore reef habitats. 

 There is currently a “Save our Inlet Coalition” that is 

working to stop the Port and Inlet expansion. 

 

Questions: 

 Do you have any further information regarding the 

value of the habitat or the human use of this area? 

 

 

 


