
St. Lucie Inlet State Park to Bathtub Reef – 

 

Objectives: 

 Protect areas with high % coral cover, density, and/or 

species richness. 

 Provide increased protection for key reef-associated 

fish species and habitats upon which they depend for 

their entire life cycle. 

 Protect from water quality issues  

 

Habitat Background: 

 The Community Working Group identified this area of 

interest because of the current management by St. 

Lucie State Park, and identified a want to extend 

management up to Bath Tub Reef. 

 The park itself, and intercoastal, provide valuable 

nursery habitat, and because of the nearshore habitats 

proximity to the inlet, there is important habitat 

connectivity for fishes to the reef. 

 

Human Use Background: 

 St. Lucie State Park is unique in that it manages 

further into the water than other State Parks. Most 

State Parks manage 400 feet into the water, whereas 

this Park manages to 1 mile offshore.  

 Existing management includes no spearfishing and no 

collecting of marine species within the park boundary. 

 The State Park has fishing and diving activities within 

it. 

 Bathtub reef is a popular snorkeling reef. 

 

Questions: 

 Do you have any further information regarding the 

value of the habitat or the human use of this area? 

 

 

Central St. Lucie Inlet State Park and 

South St. Lucie Inlet State Park – 

 

Objectives: 

 Protect areas that are unique within the southeast 

Florida region. 

 Protect 20-30% of coral reefs and each type of 

associated representative reef habitat in the southeast 

Florida region from extractive use (no-take). 

 Protect habitat by eliminating damage from boating, 

fishing, and diving impacts (and eliminate habitat 

damage from fishing gear and all fishing interactions). 

 Protect from water quality issues.  

 

Habitat Background: 

 The Community Working Group identified these draft 

areas of interest specifically as either/or options within 

St. Lucie State because of the unique habitat within 

the park, which is the most northern extent of coral 

reef habitat. 

 These areas were identified to specifically address 

designating 20-30% of representative habitat for the 

region as no-take. 

 These areas are options for the community to weigh in 

on for no-take management consideration.   

 The northern area has higher numbers of fish species, 

higher number of fish, and higher coral cover than the 

southern area of interest. It also has a long-term 

monitoring station located within it which could be 

valuable to show long term trends. 

 The southern area of interest has more nearshore 

hardbottom than the northern one, which has more 

reef ridge habitat. 

 

Human Use Background: 

 St. Lucie State Park is unique in that it manages 

further into the water than other State Parks. Most 

State Parks manage 400 feet into the water, whereas 

this Park manages to 1 mile offshore.  

 Existing management includes no spearfishing and no 

collecting of marine species within the park boundary. 

 The Community Working Group were aware that King 

Fish Hole is a popular fishing spot and designed these 

areas to avoid it. 

 The Community Working Group discussed that while 

the northern area of interest may be more optimal 

because of the habitat and monitoring station, that no-

take management may impact fisherman more 

because they would have to travel further from the inlet 

to fish. 

 There is a problem with discarded cast nets in the 

park. 

 There are mooring buoys to provide safe mooring, 

however, in general there is a lack of funds to maintain 

them. 

 

Questions: 

 The community working groups are considering one of 

these two areas as recommended no-take areas. They 

would like to know your preference and why? 


